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X The Kaiser family newsletter is an annual event,
B and is published in the spring of each year. It
tontains material of interest to descendants of
Christoph Kaiser (1819-1893) anrd Sophia Hoefer
Kaiser (1829-1901), whe were born in the small
farming village of Langenholzhausen, in
Lippe-Detmold, Germany; emigrated to the U.S. in
1856; and resided until their deaths in Freeport
and Florence Township, Stephenson County, IL.
Included in the newsletter are: a short essay
concerning some aspect of Kaiser family history;
reprints of old-time news articles; family file
notes (births, deaths, marriages, etc.}; reunion
infaormation; progress reports on the compilatiaon
of the Kaiser family history; and other itenms
contributed by readers (contributions are
encouraged'). New subscribers may send their
name, address, and a #3 annual subscriptiaon fee
to the editaors;:

David & Karen Williams
1413 Dakwood Avenue
Menomonie WI 547351

Christoph & Sophia Kaiser

ESSAY: KARISER FAMILY HOMESTEADS |- Fart I

Webster s dictionary defines a "homestead" as: "the home and adjoining
land occupied by a family". The word "home", which is derived from the 0ld English
word ‘ham’, meantng ‘village', 1s detined as: 1} a family's place of residence; 2)
the social unit formed by a family living together; 3) a congenial environment; 4) a
place of origin. A "home" 1s thus not simply a geographical location, but may also
be a group of people, and/or the atmosphere of a place which makes it pleasant or
dear to the heart. It 1s a place to which one has special attachments. Although a
geographical lcocation always remaine the same, the people may change, the atmosphere
may change, the very structures or constituents of the landscape may change. The
cak tree one climbed as & child blows over;y family memberc age and disperse.
Families move; attachments change; one’s location of "home" changes in one’s mind;
but the memories are always there, and these we can transmit in their entirety to
our children and our children’'s children.,...

The KAISER FAMILY HOMESTEADS Essay, in two parts, shall focus upon the
homesteads occcupied by the '‘parly members of the Kaiser family, specifically those of
Christoph and Sophia (Hoefer! Kaiser and their children. Christoph Kaiser and
Sophia Hoefer were both born and raised in the small German farming village of
Larigenholzhausen in northkern Lippe (which is today the equivalent of a county in the
West German "ctate” of Nordrhein-Westfalen)., The seven children they raised to
adulthood all grew up in Illinois: .in Freeport (18B56-1844) and thereafter on the
"home farm" in Florence Township, Stephenson County, IL. Once married, the children
established their own family residences: C. Fred and August in Florence T.;

William and Henry in 0°Brien County, lowa; Sophie (m. John Krusey) and Helene f{(m.
Michael Bastian} in Florence T.; and Minnie (m. Fred Vietmeier) near Forreston in
Ogle County, IL. The original aim of this year 's Essay was to describe all of the
ahove-mentioned "homesteads". However, once begun, we discovered that there was a
lot more to say than earlier anticipated, and alzo more research and infarmation was
needed to do an etfective jJob on the American homesteads. MWe shall therefore
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restrict this year & Escay to a description of the Kaiser and Hoefer homes in
Langenholzhausen, the Kaiser family's “place of origin",

LANGENHOLZHAUSEN: The village about 1800.

——

Langenhol:hausen in the 1800's was a gquiet group of farmsteads lying along the
Osterkalle, & emall! cstream which flgwed 1nto the Kalle River, which in turn flowed
1nto the Weser River. CLCentral in the village, or "Dorf", were the partsh church
{fcunded cBOU-F00 A.D.}, the mill (built 154B8) and the inn or tavern ("der Krug").
An 1854 census lists 99 households, housing a population of about 900 people. Not
all households were farmsteads: some were the cottages of farm labourers and hired
men, some the living quarters of retired folk. Everyone was engaged in agriculture
to a certain extent.

Life in the village around 1800, as in all
of Europe, was in the midst of a period of great
change. Increases in population during the
1700s led to revisions in the structure and
traditions of agricultural life. Changes in
soctal status, as well as in the classification
and ownership of farm holdings, was occurring;
personal and individual opportunities were
multipying; new methods of agricultural
production were being introduced.

In Lippe, the feudal arrangements of the
Middle fges lingered on for centuries: the
pre-1800"s farmer was a peasant/tenant-faramer.
The pocssescsion of land determined status, and
the land was OWNED by the ruling classes: either
the counts of Lippe and descendants of their
feudal knights, or by the church. The majority
of the rural population were yet tenants,
holding their farmsteads by contract and paying
1n produce and services. These farmers
("Bauer") were either serfs or free men,
Serfdom meant that a family was tied to a
specific farmstezd for generations. [f a serf
managed to gain enough wWealth to purchase a
The old mill in Langenhol zhausen manumission, he and his descendants became free
men.

Although yet reguired toc pay rent in goods and services, they were free to move from
one tenant farm to ancther, and alsc to render payment in lieu of services, thereby
allowing the farmer to espend his energies at peak seasons an his own holding rather
thar that of hiz landlord., Many serfs bought manumissions beginnirng in the 1500sg,
but the system was not actually abolished 1n Lippe until 1808. At that time, the
Bauer gained not only hic persacnal freedom, but the farmstead he occupied also
became his own,

Incressed population resulted in an increase in the number of landless
labourers, and also 1n a demand for more housing. About 1750, the large estates of
the noti1lit, begar tc be broken up and socld. In 1778 the diviesicn and distribution
3¢ former Lommons {pasturage land held in common by a village) began, with the
largest farasteads of the village receiving the biggest allotments af land (they had
more livestoc) to pasture). Small parcels were sold to landless workers and day
labourers, who erected homes and gardens on them.

The distribution of Commons lands led to a lack of available pasturage, and
forced farmers, especially small landowners who had gualified far little Comaons



K.F.C. 1985 PAGE 3

acreage, to begin more intensive confinement feeding of livestock. This led to the
collection of manure for fertilizing fields (which resulted in increased fertility
and yields) and also to an increased production of green fodder and sugar bheets for
cattle feed. Potatoes were also added to the roster of commonly raised produce
(grains, turnips, and flax had been staples since the 1600s).

In 1779, it also became legally possible to divide tenant farms. Previausly,
the law had allowed only the oldest son (or oldest surviving daughter, if there were
no sons) to inherit the farmstead, or the family’'s right to tenant it. VYounger sons
became agricultural workers, or bought or married inte their own farmsteads. This
inheritance practice had served to maintain the size of the holding. After 1779,
smaller holdings proliferated and became unable to provide a living for a family,
thus forcing more families to acquire additional sources of incaome.

Ancther change which affected agricultural and rural life in Lippe about 1800
was the concolidation of farm holdings. The custom in Europe since earliest tiames
had been that of working the village croplands cooperatively by means of the "strip
unit". Each open field was composed of a diverse number of strips. Each farmstead
was allotted a certain number of strips in each field, none adjacent to the other,
so that no man had better soil than the other. Pasturage was in common. This open
strip method of cultivation dated at least back to the Saxons, who spread into Lippe
about 450 A.D. (Langenholzhausen, formerly known as "Holthusun", is a village name
of Saxon origin.}) Consolidation of field holdings resulted in a more efficient use

& '\ (from Beitr.‘dgei..
"L

3 ""Langenholzhausen
about 1550 -
Attempt at a
reconstruction"

by W. Slvern

13
e Habic #sber'}
The social structure of the village about 1800 still had its base in the not sa
recently abandoned feudal manorial lord/serf/tenant-faraer arrangement. The oldest
and largest farmsteads were held by contract from the Counts of Lippe themsel ves,
and the Bauer who was the manager of an estate was known as a "Meier"; this
occupational title was often added to a family name as a suffix (i.e. Vietameier).

In Langenholzhausen we find, as tenants on the largest farmsteads 1in 1776, families
with such names as Meier-Bdke, Ruggemeier, Florkemeier, Hankemeyer. The farmers
were classed by the size of their farmsteads. The following table, reproduced fronm
A. W. Peter's Lippe - Eine Heimat- und Landeskunde (p. 2656}, lists the following

acreages for classes of farmsteads in 1643:
]

Title fTranslationl Acreage tilled

"VYollepanner* [ = Full Measure farmer] 60-75 A,
"Halbspanner" [ = Half Measure "ol 4060 A.
"Grosskotter* [ = Great cottager 1 20-40 A.
*Mittelkotter" [ = Middle " ] 12,.5-20 A.
“kleinkotter" [ = Small " ] under 12.3 A.

The number of horses or plowteams owned also affected a farmer’'s classification.
These classifications changed somewhat over the years, as individual situations
altered. Due to the population explosion and the resulting establishment of many
smaller plots of land, a new class is listed in the 1776 census: that of the
"Hoppenplocker", who cultivated less than 2.5 R.
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LANGEMHOLZHAUSEN: The Farmsteads.

. ———————————

The houses :n Langenhol:zhausen seem to have first received numbers 1r the
1700e, and the houses then standing (#1-95) seem to have been numbered by the size
or worth of the farmstead. Cottages with no land attached went unnumbered. The
1776 census of Langenholzhausen classifies the farmers and their farmsteads as
follous:

Households # 1 - 7 = Vollspanner
B - t2 = Halbspanner
13- 16 = Grosskotter
17- 23 = Mittelkotter
24- 58 = Kleinkotter
69~ 95 = Hoppenplocker

Households #1-24 (the larger holdings) had cottages for "Einlieger" (hired men and
their families); "Einlieger” were also listed at the smaller households of #29, 3é.
39, 30, &2, &7, 79, B4, B8, and 9t. The “Einlieger" owned no land, nor did they
tenant any - they leased their cottages and garden spaces, and warked as day or
farm laborers. ODften, to make ends meet, they also pursued home-based occupations:
sources indicate that in the 1Btk and 19th centuries, nearly every cottage, as well
as the smaller farmhouses, held epinning wheels and looms, which all members of the
family , children included, kept busy at all times., The linen 1ndustry provided a
supplemental i1ncome for s great part of Lippe’'s populatian until 1t’s demise in the
183075 and 1840 = {due to the mechanization of the Industrial Revolution). The
passing of thic home i1ndustry then became one of the underlying factors of much
emigration. Other popular cupplemnental occupations were tailoring, shoemaking,
blackemithing and cargentry.

Hew did the village of
Langernholzhaucen apoear to the eye”
The Osterkalle flows north betwesn
twe ki1lls, the Haiberg and the
Mabichtzberg, The heart of the
“1llage, where are located the
thurch, the 1nn, and the mitl, lies
wiiere the stream enters the troa
valley af the falle River, {See
#CCumpany.rg Clacram!, Here were
first zituated the oldest ard
Yargest {armsteads which formed the
originsi villege of "Holthusun".

Throughk the years, smaller farmsteads Eprang up between the older ones, and cottages
were built between the Osterkalle and the Habichtsberg spreading dpstream, and alcng
the main east-west roaducy.

The traditional Lipper tarmhouse, which continued to be built well 1nto the
180Us, was a recrangular burtding kncwn as an "Einhettshauc” {=uni1t:ed house!
because 1t sheltersd men. animale, and feed al! under aone roof. This traditional
form datec back to Savon timez. The exterior, burlt all of local materials, was cf
halt-timbered censtruction, with oak beamwort tarming squares which were f1)1zd
either with bricks, or with & wickerwork of slats which were then whitewashed. This
produced the buiriding's distinctive biack/white appearance. The steep roofs,
eariler thatched ipicturesque, but s real fire hazard'), Were 1n later periods
tiledy the roct teame were suspported by 2 rows 0f pillars which marched down the
thner length &+ ‘he Sullding and divided the interior into sections., At the barn
enc was locatea the “Taor", the large entryway through which & highly laden wagon
could gasily dri.e tntg the kigh mid-section of tte barr., This main hall was s:ided
b, stails for the rnorssc and cattle, and b. tackrooms and S.eB8L!Ng rooms for tho
hired boys., Straw, hay, and feed were stored :n lafts abose the stalle.
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At the opposite end of the Luilding

were the living quarters of the family: a r X

large room heated by a hearth or stove, HORSES

with sleeping quarters opening off this H {___

room. The loft over the family quarters | —"VY"' E
stored foodstuffs and provided sleeping ' [ HEARTH
quarters for the hired girls. The floor \ MAI N i -“--——+

of the central living area might be of — HALL ! :E .

wide wooden planks, or of flagstones or T""R/ i =T
cobblestones. O0Often the hearths had no . L__~_ €
chimheys, and hams and sausage were hung 1 4p8 —
above these ocpen fireplaces to smoke. el o w S []

Sleeping quarters resembled raised closets | 3 *J
spread with featherbeds, into which ane

climbed and closed the closet doors to

contain the body heat. Floor plan of a typical “Einheitshaus?

Such was the design of the "Einheitshaus". For poorer families, it housed the
farmer 's few cattle, his wife and children, and perhaps an aged parent or unmarried
relative. A large farmstead might house 14-18 peaple, including the farmer and his
tamily, and young employees, and in winter, 6-8 horses, 20 some cows and young
stock, and some sheep, pigs, and goats. Outbuildings for a large farmstead
included, more or less, & "Scheune" (hay barn}, a bakehouse, a granary, a wagon
shed, cottages for hired men and their families. Many farmsteads also had a
"Leibzucht" (retirement house) for the elderly farmer and his wife: it was customary
tn Lippe, when the eldest son married (usually about the age of 30) and a voung wife
came into the house, for the older couple to move into a smaller house or cottage on
the farmstesd (the "Leibzucht").

LANGENHOLZIHAUSEN: Farmsteads #32 and #84

—— ——

How do the Kaiser and Hoefer homesteads at #32 and #84 compare to the
traditional Lipper farmstead just described? We have at this time no knowledge of
the actual dates of construction of these two dwellings,
although both were licsted in the 1776 census.

The Kaiser homestead at #32 is perhaps

| . (judging from it's house number) the older,
although it has been much remodelled 1n recent
years. It seems to have been a small farmstead,
located just south and east of the church, on
the edge of the village, last on the trackway
goirng up to the fields atop the hill called the
Habichtcberg. #32 is first noted as housing a
Faigser family - that of Christoph s
grandparents, Johann Friedrich Christian Reese
or Kaiser, and his wife Anna Mariz llsabein Lach
- in & birth record of 1789. The 1776

—— census listed the otcupant of #32 as “"A. Mayer", so the Kaiserc took it over
ccmetime between 1776 and 1789; possibly when Joh. Fr. Christian married in 178672
Here Ehristoph’s father, Johann Friedrich Christoph Reese or Kaiser was born (1797)

and lived until emigrating to America in the 183¢s (d. Freeport 1863). Church and
census records generally refer to the Kaisers at %32 as "Strassenkotter" (seems to
equate with "bFle:nlotter”)y cnce as a "Kleinkotter" (1793) and twice as a
"Hoppenpiocker” (178% % 1325). For three generatione they supplemented the

tarmstead’'s income by tailoring. Christoph, the oldest zon, i1nherited the farmctead
tabout 183037 his next brother, Fred, seems tc have been trained 1n the family s
tailoring busimess. Hie 1830 emigration record cites him as "Friedrich Faiser {ofl
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Langenholzhausen, tailor" and he is listed 1n an [865-5& city directory as “Keizer,
F., tailor, Chicago nr Stephenson"”.

At the time of the rest of the family’'s emigratien in the mid-1850"s, or
perhaps shortly thereafter, the farmstead at #32 was sold to a Hoelscher family,
whose descendants still occupy it today. Whether the building was ever of
half-timbered construction 1s hard to say. Today, 3 sides are covered with white
stucco (a common remodelling practice in Langenholzhausen since Warld War II), the
remaining wall is of red brick, the roof covering of red pantiles. The two-stary
structure follows the form of the traditional "Einheitshaus", but today is a
stde-by-side duplex housing two families.

Nr. 84

HOEFER
HOMESTEAD
House #84, however, is a well-preserved example of the old half-timbered
"Einkeitshaucs” isee photo a Y, and 1t was still occupied in 1980 by a member of
the Hoefer family. It stands in all its glory on the main street of

Langenholzhausen, just where the rcad curves and continues east to the town of
Rinteln. On the former barn end of «the house, lettered on the beam above the “Taor",
15 the following ornamental 1nscription:

“ANND 1844 HABEN CRISTIAN WILLER UND CATRIMNE HOFERS DIES HAUS LASSEN BAUEN/
VERNIMM HERE MEIN GEBAT UND MERKE AUF DIE STIMME MEINES FLEHENS DAS DEINE/
~UYGEN OFEN STEHEN UBER DIES HAUS NACHT UND TAG. DER EINGANG UND DER/ AUSGANG

MEIN SOL DIR GOTT BEFOLEN SEIN M.HAHNE"

Transztation:

"ln the year 1841 havetCristian Willer and Catrine Hofers caused this house to
be built/ Accept O Lord my prayer and note the sincerity of my request that you /
watch over thic house night and day. My comings and/ goings shall be as vyou 0 Lard
commarnd. M. Hahne"

Such inscriptions on the beam above the barn entrance, sometimes carved or
colored, usually dated, are quite common in Lippe. Most of the dwellings 1in
Langenholzhausen have them {(or HAD them, prior to post-war remodellings and
rencvations)., The star and the rose, versions of which appear on #B4, were favored
designs; and "M. Hahre" was one of the master carpenters of the area in the
mid-1800s. Two explanations are 1n order after introductng this tnscription,
however: one concerne the date, the other the names contained
therein.
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The inscription is dated 1844, but the farmstead certainly existed already in
1776, ac it is listed in the census of that year (status = "Hoppenplocker”,
occupant’'s name not yet deciphered). However, the 1790 birth record of one of
Catrine Hofer's older brothers definitely places her parents (Johann Friedrich Hofer
and Maria Sophia Amalia Dankwerth! at #84. The boy born in 1790 died in 17965 two
other children died in 1794 and 1810; the father in 1801. And Catrine Hofer (her
1798 baptismal record says "Catherine Sophie Hofer"; she became the mother of Sophie
Hoefer Kaiser in 1829) was left as heiress to the farmstead at #84. No death record
has been found for her oldest brother, born in 1787; it is suspected he was drafted
and died during the Napolecnic Wars. Irn 1819 Catrine Hofer married Friedrich
Christian Henrich Willer (tenth -'- child of Gottfried Willer, shoemaker and
"Einlieger* at #22) and they took over #84, Christian Willer being thereafter
described as a "Kleinkotter" or "Strassenkotter". He also carried on his father’'s
supplemental trade of shoemaking. The 1844 date on the inscription amust thus be the
date of the rebuilding of an older dwelling, or perhaps of a major renovation.

It is also interesting to note the names on the inscription: Cristian Willer
and Catrine Hofer had been well and legally married some 24 years by 1844, but their
children all went by the namse of Hofer, their mother’'s maiden name. This is due to
the naming customs prevalent in northern Germany up through the 1800s. L.0 Jensen
writes: "The land or farm was what was thought of as being permanent or lasting,
not the owner or cccupant. DBecause of this, many of the farms in Germany had their
own name, which never changed irregardless of the person who owned or resided on
it...When a person resided on a farm, they became known by the name of the farm and
not usually by their own name. This was true in matters of inheritance as well.
People changed their name to that of the Farm's" (p. 142).

This name -change occurs a number of times in the Kaiser family tree.
Christian Willer becomes known in the records as "Christian Willer or Hofer" or
"Christian Hofer, born Willer". Christoph Kaiser's father was "Reese or Kaiser" (as
were his grandfather and great-grandfather; we suspect the latter may have married
an heiress to a Kaiser farmstead). Christoph Kaiser's mother, Catharine Hahne
Kaiser, was the daughter of the heiress to a Hahne farmstead; her father, Jobst
Bilstein, took the name of Hahne when he married and took over the management of the
Hahne farm. An enterprising lot, the Kaiser forefathers!

JO FREEPORT, ILLINOIS

N

Such is what we know at the present time of the Kaiser and Hoefer homesteads in
Langenholzhausen. Sophie Hoefer and Christoph Kaiser married in 1850 and came to
America in 185é; they resided in Freepart’'s Third Ward, which was then heavily
populated by newly arrived German immigrants, many from Lippe (the first "Lippers"
arrived in Freeport about 1847-48). The 1860 federal census of Freeport lists
Christoph’s younger brother Fred Kaiser and family at Census Household 1412, with
his parents next door (p.179); a few houses down the street, at 1430 (p. 180}, are
Christoph and Sophia Kaiser'and their four sons, Frederick, August, William and
Henry (ages 8, 3, 2 and 1).

Next year's KFC Essay will continue with Part II of KAISER FAMILY HGMESTEADS.
It will describe the Florence Township (Stephenson County IL) farmstead to which
Christoph and Sophie Kaiser moved their young family about 1864, and also the
homesteads later established by their grown children. Much information has already
been collected about these homesteads, but much more is needed! If you have factual
knowledge (when a farmstead was bought or sold, etc.}; remembrances (yours or
those of your parents or grandparents) of how the homes and outbuildings looked
{outside and in; how furnished, etc.) or were situated; of location and lay of
fields; of family gatherings, or any other reminiscences connected with the family
homesteads of fred C. Kaiser, William and Henry Kaiser, Sophia and Jaohn Krusey,
Minnie and Fred Vietmeier, and Helen and Michael Bastian, please take the time to
jot some notes down and send them to us. Thank you!
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- HEAR YE! HEAR YE.

A big THANK YOU to contributors to this 1985 issue of the Kaiser Family
Chronicle goes to: Marjorie Gaul Collins of Polo, IL; LaVonne Krusey Heid
of Rockford, IL; Bernie Habeck of Minneapolis, MN; Glennen and Kay Kaiser
of Florence Station, IL; Harold Kaiser, and Bob and Carolyn (Kaiser) Moyer
of Freeport, IL; Pauline Krusey Moring of Baileyville, IL; and Mildred
(Mrs. Fred) Vietmeier of Forreston, IL.

We continue to urge all readers of this family newsletter to send articles,
reminiscences, family recipes, remembrances and recollections, family file
notes, photos of family members or events, etc., to the editors (see
address on page 1). Whatever is not actually used in the Chronicle will be
filed for inclusion in the Kaiser family history book! Thank you!

KAISER FAMILY KITCHEN

No recipes were contributed for the 1985 Kaiser Family
Chronicle, but we do have one correction: last year's recipe
contributed by Bernie Habeck and entitled "Aunt Emma Schauer
Kaiser's Nutmeg Cookies' should have been '"Grandma Emma ...'s
Nutmeg Cookies'', since Bernie is the daughter of Emma (Schauer)
Kaiser's son levi Kaiser. Sorry about that--but Emma did

have lots of nieces and newphews.

FAMILY FILE NOTES

The purpose of this section is to keep track of important events in the lives of Kaiser
descendants by recording those which occurred during the year preceding the publication of
this newsletter. Appropriate items would be births, marriages, deaths, divorces, college
graduations, military enlistments or discharges, silver or golden anniversary celebrations,
etc.

-

Please forward any such ""Family File Notes''to the editors!

Christoph Sophia
Kaiser m Hoefer
(1819-1893) (1829-1901)
777 ' l l l
C. August William Henry Sophia Minnie Helen

‘rederick - m m m
,1851-1915) (1856-1906) (1858-1936) (1859-1947) Krusey Vietmeier Bastian
BIRTHS (1861-1900) (1865-1945)  (1867-1892

e
E

Michael Zealous Collins (desc. Sophie Kaiser Krusey), b. 1. Oct. 1982 to Edward and
Pamela (Gillingham) Collins. Proud grandparents are Zealous and Marjorie (Gaul)
Collins of Polo, IL. (A belated anncuncement here, but 'can't forget such a special
little boy. Grandmas are prejudiced!' writes Marjorie).

* Jennifer Lynn Rehder (desc. William Kaiser), b. 31. May 1984 to Valerie {Johannsen)
Rehder and husband 7 . Grandparents are Jim and Harriet (Hill) Johannsen.
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(cont.)

Kelly Kay Kloepping (desc. Sophie Kaiser Krusey), b. 4. June 1984 to Keith and
Delores (Kramer) Kloepping, Jr. Grandparents are Keith and Lois Kloepping, great-
grandparents Forrest and Helen (Krusey) Kloepping of Lanark, IL.

Andrew Chapin Kaiser (desc. August Kaiser), b. 11. November 1984, in Lena, IL, to
Stephen and Barbara (Chapin) Kaiser. Grandparents are Harold and Joyce (Yaeger)
Kaiser of Freeport, L.

Elizabeth Renee Collins (desc. Sophie Kaiser Krusey), b. 13. December 1984, to James
and Sandy (Reiss) Collins. Proud grandparents are Zealous and Marjorie (Gaul)
Collins.

A New Year's Baby! Desiree Dawn Bramhall (desc. Sophie Kaiser Krusey), b. 1. January,
1985, in Minot, ND (8#6 oz.) where her parents, Doug and Terri (Markel) Bramhall are
both Sr. Airmen at Minot Air Force Base. Grandmother is Beverly (Werkheiser) Markel
and great-grandmother is Ruth (Krusey) Werkheiser Ashpole (Mrs. Frank Ashpole} of
Pear]l City, IL.

Girard David Krusey (desc. Sophie Kaiser Krusey), b. 6. April, 1985, in Freeport, IL,
to Justin and Cathy (Ross) Krusey of German Valley, IL. Grandparents are Roland and
Clara (Kampman) Krusey of German Valley, IL.

Jessica Marie Markel (desc. Sophie Kaiser Krusey), b. 19, April 1985, (6# 60z.) to
Brian and Julie Markel. Grandmother is Beverly (Werkheiser) Markel, great-grandmother
Is Ruth (Krusey) Werkheiser Ashpole (Mrs. Frank Ashpole) of Pearl City, IL,

Stephanie Kaney {desc. Minnie Kaiser Vietmeier)
daughter of Robert and Vada Mae (Vietmeier)
Kaney, m. Kenneth Schubert on April 14, 1984,

Brian Sampson (desc. William Kaiser), son of
Vern and Daisy (Kaiser) Sampson of Omaha, NB,
m. Kelly Lee Miller on June 23, 1984,

Jeffrey Robert Moyer (desc August Kaiser), son .
of Robert and Carolyn (Kaiser) Moyer, m. Ellie
Urdahl in Monroe, Wl, on December 22, 1984, N LS B
Jeff's daughter, Jessy Moyer, stood as a %, {$§f‘*
witness. Both bride and groom are on the nursing , : R e
staff of St. Clare Hospital in Monroe. ELLIE & JEFF MOYER

Graduation: Suzette May Williams (desc. Sophie Kaiser Krusey), daughter of Alfred
and Gloria (Krusey) Williams of Pecatonica, IL, received her R.N. degree from
Rockford Memorial Hospital School of Nursing in May, 1985. She entered the

nursing profession after teaching elementary school for a number of years in
Pecatonica and Rockford, IL.

20TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY: Lawrence (grandson of August Kaiser) and Leonore (Louttit)
Kaiser of Bradenton, FL, celebrated their Golden Wedding Anniversary June 30,
1984, They were married in Detroit, Ml in 1934.
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(cont.)
RETIREMENTS
Eldon L. Heid, husband of LaVonne (Krusey)
Heid, retired 15. March 1985, after 26 years
as an inspector with Greenlee Company of
Rockford, IL.
% Harold W. Kaiser (grandson of August Kaiser) :
retired 1. April 1985, after 21 years as an i =
insurance supervisor with Crum-Forster | A= s T
Insurance Company of Freeport, IL. L e o aledn Ky
Eldon L. Heid
Clarence Rademacher, husband of Evodia (Vietmeier) Rademacher (daughter of Minnie
Kalser Vietmeier) d. August, 1984. Sympathies are extended to his family.
Dott Lissie (Parish) Cox Kaiser, wife of Levi G. Kaiser (d. 1971; oldest son of

William Kaiser} d. 26. December 1984, at the age of 92 in Lake Park, IA. Widowed
during World War |, she married Levi Kaiser in Feb. 1919. They farmed the William
Kaiser "home farm'' near Sutherland, !A, until moving to a farm near Round Lake, MN,
in 1930. She is survived by three daughters: Jean (Mrs. Melvin) (Cox) Hanson of
Round Lake, MN; Bernadine (Mrs. Rudolph) (Kaiser)Habeck of Minneapolis, MN; and
Daisy (Mrs. Vern) (Kaiser) Sampson of Omaha, NB; also by six grandchildren and five
great-grandchildren. A son, Donald Cox, died in 1955.

THE HOEFER CONNECTION

Friedrich *Christian® m *Catharine" Sophie
Heinrich WILLER {1819~ HOEFER
{1797-1883) i 11798-1843)

#34 Langenholzhausen

[
I 1 | l l l !

Johann Catherine Sinon Johann Catherine Catherine Johann Franz
Henrich Sophia Hemrich  Friedrich  ‘“Sophia® "Henriette"  Friedrich Heinrich
Ernst Amalia Christian Simon (1829-1901) (1832-7) Christian  "August®
{1819-35) (1822-740} {1824-26} ', (1827-28) {1835-1905) {1838-1916}
- - - m m m m
KAISER DALBKEMEIER  LINNEWEBER  PETERMEIER

There'd always been some suspicion that one or more of Sophie (Hoefer) Kaiser's siblings had
accompanied or followed her and Christoph Kaiser to the U.S. Census records and vital records
of St. John's UCC (formerly Evangelical Reformed) Church in Freeport, IL, revealed Hoefer
records from a number of seemingly unrelated families. Last year, research and recent
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THE HOEFER CONNECTION |(cont.)

correspondence served to direct our attention to a biographical record in M.H. Tilden's
History of Stephenson County (Chicago: Western Historical Co., 1880): 'AUGUST HOEFER,
farmer, Sec. 29; P.0. Florence Station; born Nov. 8, 1838, in Prussia ... married Miss Mena
Petermeler in 1866 ... (p. 676).

The birthdate matches that of Sophie (Hoefer) Kaiser's youngest brother, Franz Heinrich
August. A 1916 death record from St. John's gives his name as '"Fr. H. August Hoefer', and
this record led to an obituary in the Freeport Journal-Standard, which provided corroborating
facts. Based on this information, August Hoefer's granddaughter and some members of her
family attended the 1984 Kaiser family reunion, and brought photos and memories to share.
Bernice (Wurtzel) Kaiser and her brother Harry A. Wurtzel are
the children of August and Minnie (Petermeier} Hoefer's only
child, Edith, who married Harry F. Wurtzel in 1907. Bernice
is married to Paul E. Kaiser, of Freeport's ''Union Dairy"
Kaiser family. 1t is believed that their'immigrant Kaiser
ancestor' came from Berlin, Germany, and was thus not related
to the Kaisers of Langenholzhausen. Paul's mother, Minnie
(Ortmeier) Kaiser, was of Lipper background, however,

Sophie Hoefer Kaiser's sister Henriette also appears to have
emigrated to the U.S. An 1857 St. John's marriage record for
'"Wm. Dalbkemeier, of Dalbke, Hohenhausen, Lippe-Detmoid, and
Henriette Hoefer from Langenholzhausen, LD'"' listed as
witnesses August Hoefer and Friedrich Kaiser (let's keep it
in the family!}. The Dalbkemeiers thereafter disappeared from
St. John's Church records, but they kept in touch with their
Vietmeier cousins. Mrs. Fritz Vietmeier writes: "When we
would start out for lowa, we would drive on the first day to
Dubuque and stay all night with the Dalbkemeyers. Then the
next day on to Sutherland! ... Once a year the Dalbkemeyers
came out on a Sunday to visit us. Evodia, Minnie and 1, on
Sat., would go up to Grandma's to prepare the Sunday dinner.

All the Vietmeiers came home that Sunday and what a wonderfuyl
AUGUST HOEFER Day!"! .

Three Hoefer siblings in America--one Fémaining in Germany. Brother Johann Friedrich Christian
Hoefer (1835-1906) was the oldest son, and therefore heir to
the farmstead at #84 Langenholzhausen. In 1859, he married
Sophie Luise Sarah Linneweber (1838-1895) and records seem
to indicate that four of their eleven (?) children survived
to adulthood. In 1580, 784 was vet occupied by a Hoefer —

presumably a descendant of J.F.C. and Sarah (Linneweber)
Hoefer.

The parents of Sophie Hoefer Kaiser, Henriette Hoefer
Dalbkemeier, J.F.C. Hoefer, and August Hoefer remained on
the Hoefer homestead in Langenholzhausen. Catrine Hoefer
died in 1863 at the age of 63. An 1883 death record in the
church books of Langenholzhausen states: ‘"Hoefer, Christian
Heinrich, born Willer, 'Leibzuchter' at Nr. 84, widower
(since 16. Aug. 1863), m. 19. Dec. 1819, d. 9 Feb. 1883.
Cause of death: 0ld age. Age: B85, b, 26, 0ct. 1797." And
perhaps, in America, the three of his children not present BERNICE (WURTZEL) KAISER
beside his deathbed received letters or telegrams from

'"the 01d Country" telling them of their father's passing ....
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REUNION NOTES

[ 1984 lThe sun shone once again upon the Kaiser Family
Reunion #4, held Sunday, August 12, 1984, at the
Florence Station home of Glennen and Kay Kaiser.
Some 40+ Kaiser relatives enjoyed the potTuck
dinner, the visiting and the program, at which
Carolyn (Kaiser) Moyer's reminiscences about the
old Kaiser homestead in Florence Station {1864~
1949} were much enlivened by the comments of her
brothers Glennen and Harold. Some excitement
was occasioned by the arrival of Paul E. and
Bernice Wurtzel Kaiser and family, who shared
photos and memories of her mother Edith (Hoefer)
Wurtzel, and grandfather August Hoefer, who was
the youngest brother of Sophie Hoefer Kaiser,
(see article on page entitled ""The Hoefer
Connection'). Some aspects of the Kaiser
family's medical history were also discussed
during the program, and the business meeting set
the 1985 Reunion for the second Sunday in August CAROLYN KA!SER MOYER HOLDS
1985. FORTH

The youngest reunion '84 attendees were Sarah and Shay Cunningham, the 23-month-old

twin daughters of Al and Jan (Kaiser) Cunningham. Most
senior attendees were Evodia Wessels (granddaughter of
C. Fred Kaiser) and ""Uncle Karl' Koertner (a relative
of Mrs. Alvina Koertner) Kaiser and a descendant of
emigrants from Kalldorf, Lippe, a small village near
Langenholzhausen). Many young folk attended the 1984
reunion, and they especially enjoyed the rides in the
1929 International pickup truck to the various sights
around Florence Station conducted by Bob Moyer and
son-in-law Larry Boll.

" 1985 | COME ONE, COME ALL!

To the Fifth Annual Kaiser Family Reunion on SUNDAY,
AUGUST 11, 1985. Once again, a share-a-dish meal wil
be held at the Florence Station, IL home of Glennen
and Kay Kaiser at 12:30 p.m. Anyone who would 1ike
more information, or directions to their home, can
contact Glennen and Kay at 815/235-9364, or wiite them
at: 5729 S. Clover Rd., Freeport, IL 61032.

i h
bt Sl Pt 1 R

A R g g Highiights of the reunion will include visiting and
photo sharing (as always!); rides in the 1929 Inter-

national pickup truck (back by popular demand!); address sharing (please bring along your
address book to help compile current addresses of Kaiser descendants--we ran out of time
last year). A sharing of vacation photos and travel tales by recent travellers to Germany
is planned (but depends in part on whether Daniel Williams, age 4, develops the chicken pox
cefore or after Memorial Day!). Also a possibility: a short talk about cemetery records and
genealogy in Stephenson County, and Progress Report on the microfiiming of the church records
of Freeport's St. John's United Church of Christ, which was founded by emigrants from Lippe-
Jetmold in 1852. Among the signatures on the original '"Orders of the Congregation' are those

2f Frederick and Conrad Kaiser, brothers of Christoph Kaiser.
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KRUSEY REUNION NOTICE

ale

* The next KRUSEY reunion (Sophie Kaiser m. John Krusey) is scheduled to occur the
first Sunday of August 1986, There will be no Krusey Reunion this year, 1985, For
more information, please contact LaVonne Krusey Heid, 232 Shoreland Rd., Rockford,
ITVinois (phone 815/633-5759), or Pauline Krusey Moring, 1270 N. Mt. Vernon Rd.,
Baileyville, IL 61007, :
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. PROGRESS REPORT ON THE COMPILATION OF THE KAISER FAMILY HISTORY

Thanks go once again to all who have sent family record sheets, photos, addresses, and
reminiscences sent since the last Chronicle issue. The reminiscences have been especially
delightful, and some shall be included in next year's Kaiser Family Chronicle Historical
Essay concerning Kaiser homesteads in America. Such memories are the highlights of any
genealogical work, and we encourage everyone to continue sending them along!

Family Charts Book Begun

A three-ring binder notebook of family charts detailing the descendants of Christoph and
Sophia Hoefer Kaiser, and also the known American descendants of their siblings (Fred Kaiser
m. Christine Rasche; Charlotte Kaiser m. Hermann F. Moritz Rickmeier; August Hoefer m.
Wilhelmine Petermeier) was developed by Karen Williams from research records and family
group sheets submitted by Kaiser relatives. Each immediate family (parents and their
children) is charted on a separate page, which includes name and birth, death and marriage
dates.

The Charts book was reviewed by many at the 1984 Reunion and will be available for perusal
at the 1985 Reunion also. Many relatives have mailed additions and correctlions since last
August--these are much appreciated, as the family charts form the ''skeleton' of the Kaiser
family history book as it is projected.

THE GOAL

Eventual (!) publication of an attractive, historically accurate, well-researched and document-
ed genealogy, illustrated with photographs of family sites and members; a readable work
fleshed out by reminiscences, character sketches and biographical information.

COMPILERS:

BERNADINE HABECK, 12030 Shth Ave. N., Plymouth, MN 55442, Gathering information on
descendants of William and Henry Kaiser, who settled in Sutherland, IA in the 1880s.

GLENNEN AND KAY KAISER, 5729 S. Clover Rd., Freeport, IL 61032, and

CAROLYN AND BOB MOYER, 514 W. American, Freeport, IL 61032. Kaisers and Moyers are
collecting genealogical data on descendants of the Kaiser and Schauer families;
researching records in the Freeport, IL area; preparing a collection of family photos
with which to illustrate the family history. The Kaisers have a camera and tripod
setup which allows them to photograph prized family photos on anyone's kitchen
table; numerous relatives have shared their photographic heirlooms with them,

PAULINE KRUSEY MORING, 1270 N. Mt. Vernon Rd., Baileyville, IL 61007. Pauline is serving as
compiler for the Krusey branch of the family (descendants of Sophia Kaiser and John
Krusey.) '

DAVID AND KAREN WILLIAMS, 1413 Oakwood,Ave., Menomonie, Wl 54751. Editors of the Kaiser
Family Chronicle. Knowledgeable in German language and old German script.
Currently researching the family background in Germany and early Freeport, consulting
early church records, and researching the history of the viliage of Llangenholzhausen,
Lippe-Detmold, Germany.







